
Dr. Carla Cáceres is Director of the School of Integrative Biology and a professor in the 

Department of Animal Biology at the University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign. She has 

affiliate appointments in the Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology, the Institute for 

Sustainability, Energy and Environment, and the Prairie Research Institute. Her research is 

focused at the interface of population, community and evolutionary ecology and addresses 

questions such as how biodiversity influences the spread of infectious diseases. She joined the 

University of Illinois faculty in 2001 and has been involved in several initiatives aimed at 

transforming undergraduate education and broadening participation in STEM. She received her 

B.S. in Biology from the University of Michigan and her Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology from Cornell University.  


